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MIDLAND HEALTH CAMPUS — RESTRICTED SERVICES CLINIC — TUBAL LIGATION 

414. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 
I have a supplementary question. Was the Premier correct when he said a moment ago that the minister had not 
brought this important policy issue to his attention, and does the minster now take responsibility for this? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
I do take responsibility, Mr Speaker, and I put to you that that is not a supplementary question; it is a totally new 
question. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You don’t want to answer it. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I am answering it right now. I have said—in fact, I said it to the media today—that I made 
the decision, not the Premier. The Premier was not involved. 

Mr M. McGowan: So you didn’t tell cabinet. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I am not talking about what happened in cabinet. Clearly, when issues go to cabinet, they 
contain all the clauses of the contract. 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Members opposite say that they want the answer, but they will not shut up and let me give it. 

I made the decision that it was appropriate for two major companies to compete with each other. My medical 
knowledge of the types of procedures that were being proposed and the alternatives that are available for those 
meant that we should not preclude doing it. I did take that to cabinet. I made that decision and I stand by it. I am 
responsible for it. I do not step away from it now because I believe it was the right decision. It still is the right 
decision. This will provide the best possible outcome for the people of Midland and the people of Western 
Australia. 
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